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(7 January 1893 — 21 May 1979)

The life of Jankidevi is a story of sacrifice and fortitude. Hailing from a

prosperous Vaishnav Marwari family in Jaora, Madhya Pradesh, her life took a

pivotal turn at eight when she entered the affluent Bajaj family through marriage.

Joined in matrimony to 12-year-old Jamnalal Bajaj in 1902, her journey unfolded
against the backdrop of Wardha, Maharashtra.

Influenced by Gandhiji's ideals, Jamnalalji embraced a stringent lifestyle that

became a guiding light for Jankidevi. Wholeheartedly, she followed her husband's

footsteps, embarking on a shared journey of sacrifice. Together, they etched a

remarkable saga of accomplishments inspired by the principles they held dear.

It began with relinquishing ornaments. Jamnalalji's letter echoed to her, "Gold

breeds jealousy and fear." At 24, she shed her ornaments, never to wear them

again, marking the inception of a commitment that surpassed material wealth.

In 1919, she shattered the evil of 'purdah,’ urging women to unveil courage and

£ "zi-f.ﬁ,?f “a,,; FEe ” R s dignity. With this one act, she defined freedom to thousands of women who were

mere nonentities beyond their homes. At 28, the rustle of fine silks was replaced

by the humble Khadi she spun herself, as a resolute promise she made to the

Swadeshi movement.

She taught 'sut-katai' to hundreds of people. Jankidevi didn't think twice about
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For the first time in India, on 17th July 1928, Dalits were allowed inside the family
temple when she along with Jamnalalji threw open the doors of Lakshminarayan
temple at Wardha to all. Her home bore witness to equality as a 'Dalit' member
served meals, reflecting her steadfast practice of what she preached. Her protest
against untouchability was another big lesson for India to learn.

From here on there was no stopping her. Jankidevi's steps echoed through rural
India as she set off to address thousands of freedom-hungry people over
hundreds of miles to spread Gandhiji's message. Her audience listened
spellbound as she spoke about Swaraj. She suffered imprisonment several times
but the prison walls couldn't confine her spirit, for a true freedom fighter had
emerged.

Gandhiji's influence permeated her life as she comprehended his philosophy and
then adopted the Gandhian way of life. Her five children imbibed simplicity
under her tutelage, and revolution became her way of life.

Her dynamism radiated as she championed women's education. She worked
endlessly with Vinobaji for Koopdan (gifting of wells), Gram Seva, Goseva, and
the well-known Bhoodan Movement. Because of her passion for Goseva, she
served as President of Akhil Bhartiya Goseva Sangh for many years since 1942.

The Government of India recognized Jankidevi's services by conferring upon
her the prestigious honour of ' Padma Vibhushan' in the year 1956.

Through the IMC Ladies’ Wing Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar for Rural Entrepreneur,
Jankidevi's legacy lives on, 130 years after her birth, as an invincible force that
reshaped India's socio-economic fabric.
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The Ladies' Wing of IMC Chamber of Commerce and Industry

The Ladies' Wing of the IMC Chamber of Commerce and Industry, as the name suggests, is a part of the
117-year-old IMC Chamber of Commerce and Industry which is a premier Chamber of trade, commerce,
and industry in India. IMC has always worked towards the cause of upliftment of society and has been
organizing seminars, workshops and conferences in a wide range of areas for the promotion of trade and
investment. IMC also recognizes and publicly felicitates institutions and individuals for outstanding
contribution in the areas of quality, science, technology, public service and social welfare.

The IMC Ladies' Wing was formed in the year 1966-67. Its objective is to encourage and develop
entrepreneurship among Indian business and professional women. It also provides a forum for discussion
of economic, business, social, cultural and professional subjects.

The IMC Ladies' Wing has a membership of around 2300, consisting of entrepreneurs, professionals and
women from business families. It functions through an Executive Committee headed by a President, Vice-
President and supported by Sub-Committees. The Committees assist in organising lectures, seminars,
training programmes, exhibitions, industrial visits etc.

Among its various activities, IMC Ladies' Wing confers awards in recognition of outstanding contribution
by women in business and social spheres.
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The Genesis of IMC-Ladies' Wing Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar

The IMC Ladies' Wing in the year 1992-93, under the Presidentship of Smt. Kiran Bajaj, dedicated its
programmes to the theme, 'Discover the Entrepreneur in You'. In a spirit of innovation, the IMC Ladies'
Wing and its members sought a close alliance with rural India to promote, support and honour the
substantial work being done there in the field of entrepreneurship.

The year 1993 happened to be the birth centenary of Smt. Jankidevi Bajaj who had involved herself in the
movement of rural entrepreneurship in more ways than one. It was indeed a welcome gesture for the IMC
Ladies' Wing when Bajaj Electricals Ltd. willingly offered to sponsor the Award.
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The Award

The Award is known as IMC Ladies' Wing Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar. It comprises of a Cash
Award of ¥10,00,000/- (% Ten Lakhs), a Citation and a Certificate

EPNse -

Objective

Encourage and develop business entrepreneurship in women in rural India by recognising
outstanding contributions of women who work for rural socio-economic development.
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IMC Ladies' Wing Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar Committee

a. The President and Vice-President of the IMC Ladies' Wing are the ex-officio members of
the Committee.

b. The Chairperson of the Committee is appointed by the President of the IMC Ladies' Wing.

c. The Co-Chairperson and the Members of the Committee are appointed by the President
and the Chairperson.

d. One lady member from Bajaj Family is nominated as a member.

— O e
Criteria for Eligibility / Selection

The nominee should be a woman working for rural India.
b. She may or may not live in rural India.

c. She should have made an outstanding contribution through entrepreneurship by which the
rural community and society at large has been benefited.
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Procedure for Selection

The IMC Ladies' Wing Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar Committee every year appoints a Panel of Judges,
one of which is nominated by the Bajaj Trusts. Panel of Judges evaluates, deliberates and selects
the awardee.

The Panel's discussion is final.
The short-listed nominations of the previous years may also be considered for selection.

Panel of Judges may also consider, suo moto, any eligible candidate, other than the nominees, for
the Puraskar.
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Guidelines for Submitting Nominations

Nominations sent by the heads of recognized institutions; other representative bodies and/or
eminent individuals on their own initiative and/or if approached by IMC Ladies' Wing will be
considered for the Puraskar.

Self-nominations will also be accepted.

The proposer/s should send factual information pertaining to the nominee in the format
prescribed by the IMC Ladies' Wing.

While recommending nominations, the proposer/s should take into consideration the sum total
of the work done by the nominee(s) during the year/years preceding the conferment of the Award.

Earlier recipients of the Award will not be considered again.

IMC Ladies' Wing may defer or withhold conferring the Award if, in the opinion of the Panel of
Judges, no nominee is found suitable for receiving it.

Presentation of the Award

The Award is presented at a special function every year which is organised by the IMC Ladies'
Wing on or around the birth date (7th January) of Smt. Jankidevi Bajaj.

An eminent person is invited as the Chief Guest who delivers a keynote address on the subject of
Rural Entrepreneurship among Women.

The awardee is given an opportunity to make a presentation.



A Journey from

Multinationals to
Rural Bihar

Smt. Veena Upadhyay

Recipient of the 315t IMC Ladies' Wing
Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar - 2024
for Rural Entrepreneurship

With an impressive early career in corporate brand management, sales, and marketing with premier
organizations like Indian Express, Trikaya Grey, Reckitt & Coleman, and Mudra (1986—1993), Veena made
her mark in advertising and FMCG vertical. Her role as Guest Faculty at Patna Women’s College and the
Indian School of Mines further highlighted her knack for teaching and mentorship. But her true calling lay
beyond the established walls of corporate offices.

When life took her to the raw expanses of rural Bihar, Veena discovered a deeper purpose. Between 2006
and 2008, she worked with UNICEF and UNDP on water sanitation, healthcare, and developmental
projects. These experiences awakened her passion for socio-economic empowerment, particularly for
marginalized communities.

Veena began her work by fostering functional literacy among women, especially those from the erstwhile
manual scavenger families, helping them transition to sustainable livelihoods. She introduced practical life
skills, financial literacy, and self-reliance initiatives. Her early efforts culminated in workshops that taught
bamboo work, embroidery, and other crafts, paving the way for women to tell their stories through art.

This led to the founding of Srijani, a unit of the Sulabh International Academy of Sanitation and Public Health,
Bihar. Srijani empowered women to narrate their life experiences through their craft, gaining nationwide
recognition. Exhibitions at venues like the Central Cottage Emporium and prestigious events such as Kala Ghoda
and Dastkar showcased their work, celebrating the transformative power of art.

In 2014, Veena revived the extinct handloom weaving tradition in Jamalhata, a village in Bihar's Siwan district.
This initiative not only restored cultural heritage but also provided sustainable livelihoods to 41 weaver families.
By integrating handloom textiles into school uniforms for institutions like Delhi Public Schools, Veena created
lasting economic opportunities.

Her brand, Bun.Kar Bihar, has since expanded to revive lost arts like hand spinning on the Kisan Charkha and

the intricate "Baavanbuti" weave. Today, over 150 weaver families and 515 artisans thrive under her guidance.

Veena trained rural women to stitch professional uniforms for Delhi Public Schools, and their skills have now
been elevated to stitching track suits and blazers that were previously sourced from an international brand. By
breaking this monopoly, these women have become a symbol of self-reliance and empowerment, showcasing the
transformative power of skill development and determination.

Under her leadership, artisans’ works have been displayed at the National Museum, New Delhi, and events like
Maison Objet in Paris. Veena’s efforts under the Creative Dignity movement during the pandemic further
supported artisans as equal participants in the handmade sector.

Veena Upadhyay's journey reflects the power of a single passionate mind to create systemic change. From
resurrecting lost weaves to empowering marginalized communities, she has set in motion a revolution in rural
Bihar. Through creativity, sustainability, and self-awareness, Veena continues to unlock the potential of
countless artisans, ensuring their voices and talents resonate far beyond their beginnings.



IMC Ladies' Wing
Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar - 2024

Committee

Smt. Jyoti Doshi
President, IMC Ladies’ Wing

Smt. Rajyalakshmi Rao
Vice President, IMC Ladies’ Wing

Smt. Nayantara Jain
Chairperson

Smt. Priyadarshini Kanodia
Co-Chairperson

Smt. Amrita Somaiya
Ms. Anar Shah

Smt. Anuja Mittal
Smt. Malini Agarwalla
Smt. Pooja Bajaj

Smt. Radhika Nath
Smt. Sheila Kripalani

Smt. Asha Joshi (Special Invitee)

IMC Ladies' Wing
Jankidevi Bajaj Puraskar - 2024

Panel of Judges

Shri Mukul Upadhyaya
Chairman, Panel of Judges
(CEO, Touchstone Advertising & MKktg. Services)

Smt. Deepa Soman

Founder, Managing Director
Lumiere Business Solutions Pvt. Ltd.

Smt. Malashri Patel
Hon’ble Joint Secretary of SRCC Centre
for Child Development

Shri Pradip Shah
Chairman, IndAsia Fund Advisors Pvt. Ltd.

Shri Ram Gandhi

Chairman & Managing Director of
Beacons Private Limited and Past President, IMC

Ms. Saumya Roy
Co-Founder and CEO, Vandana Foundation

The launch in 1993
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(L-R) Smt. Kiran Bajaj (President for the year 1992-93 and
Founder of the Puraskar), Dr. Sushila Naayar (Chief Guest) and
Smt. Indira Mahindra (Founder-Chairperson, Awards Sub-Committee)
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In spire of geographical and vocational diversities, three things are common to all recipients

Past Recipients

of the Puraskar. They are all Innovative, passionate and totally committed.
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Recipient: Smt. Chetna Gala Sinha, Maharashtra Recipient: Smt. Hirbaiben Lobi, Jambur, Gujarat Recipient: Smt. Shaila Arwind Amrute, Maharashtra

o c L WA 4 7. = b 2005 | chief Guest: br. Indu Shahani 2006 | chief Guest: Smt. Jaya Bachchan 2007 | chief Guest: Dr. Vandana Shiva
Recipient: Late Smt. Anusuya Limaye, Maharashtra Recipient: Smt. S. G. Susheelamma,, Karnataka Recipient: Late Ms. Anuben Thakkar, Gujarat st i (O () [ il Fugsfotenb S (Ul EaliEesie e R )

Chief Guest: Dr. Snehalata Deshmukh
President: Ms. Aarti Kotak

1993

Chief Guest: Shri Rajmohan Gandhi 1994

Chief Guest: Dr. (Mrs.) Kiran Bedi 1995
President: Smt. Brinda Khatau

President: Smt. Divya Mirani

i oy i Recipient: Smt. Mallamma Yalawar, Karnataka Recipient: Late Smt. Pushpa Chopra, Patna, Bihar Recipient: Smt. Anita Paul, Ranikhet, Uttarakhand
< L\S . 2o g alf? - Ay 2008 | chief Guest: Smt. Jaya Jaitly 2009 chief Guest: H.E. Smt. Prabha Rau 2010 | chief Guest: Smt. Zia Mody
Recipient: Late Smt. Saraswathi Gora, Andra Pradesh Recipient: Late Dr. (Smt.) Ragini Prem, Uttar Pradesh Recipient: Late Ms. Mina Agarwala, Tezpur, Assam President: Smt. Surbhi Tanna President: Smt. Sheila Kripalani President: Dr. Smita Dandekar
1996 | Chief Guest: Smt. Usha Kiran 1997 | Chief Guest: Dr. Sarla Birla 1998 | Chief Guest: Mrs. Ela Bhatt
President: Smt. Nalini Bhagwati President: Smt. Bharti Gandhi President: Smt. Smita Trivedi

|
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PAS N\ N M /4 i J Recipient: Smt. Rashmi Bharti, Uttarakhand Recipient: Smt. Josephine Selvaraj, Tamil Nadu Recipient: Smt. Thinlas Chorol, Ladakh
; I ) “ ; Chief Guest: Smt. Rajni Bakshi Chief Guest: Shri Gerson da Cunha Chief Guest: Smt. Rohini Nilekani
Recipient: Sister Mythilli, Trivandrum, Kerala Recipient: Smt. Chinnapillai, Pullisery, Tamil Nadu Recipient: Smt. Kuntala Kumari Acharya, Orissa 201 Guest of Honour: Shr]i Makarand Deshpande 2012 Guest of Honour: Ms. Nandita Das 2013 President: Smt. Leena Vaidya
1999 ghiefdGustas;: Stmlt Anlgsqhg Paudwal 2000 ghiefdGuttes;: Stth Surnpitrﬁ G. Kullkami 2001 | Chief Guest: Ms. Medha Patkar President: Smt. Bhavna Doshi President: Ms. Darshana M. Doshi
resident: Smt. Irma Chinai resident: Smt. Gauri Pohooma

President: Smt. Rashmi Jolly

JAN

Recipient: Late Smt. Kanta Tyagi, Madhya Pradesh Recipient: Sister Wandana Dabhi, Gujarat Recipient: Smt. Vijaymala B. Desai, Maharashtra Reglplent. Smt. Krlshna Bisht, Uttarakhand Ref:lplent. Smt. Kana.MondaI, West Bengal gﬁ?'?'gm' S"éth EaAl:('jlben gapan, bl
2002 | chief Guest: Smt. Sushma Swaraj 2003 | chief Guest: Shri Shyam Benegal 2004 | chief Guest: Ms. Anu Aga 2014 | chief Guest: Smt. Priya Dutt 2015 | Chief Guest: Smt. Anita Dongre 2016 (G CUE ST G i AT )
President: Smt. Indira Kotak President: Smt. Amita Haribhakti President: Smt. Bhavna Doshi President: Smt. Arti Sanghi President: Smt. Shalini Piramal Guest of Honour. Smt, Tara SharmaSallja

President: Smt. Radhika Nath
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Chief Guest
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(7 SFa<t, 1893 - 21 8, 1979)

Recipient: Smt. Pavithra Y. Sundareshan, Bangalore
Chief Guest: Smt. Safeena Husain

Guest of Honour: Shri Milind Soman

President: Smt. Mohana Nair

Recipient: Smt. Shamshad Begum,, Chhattisgarh

Chief Guest: Ms. Vinita Bali 2018
President: Smt. Nayantara Jain

2017
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Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan 3R, S S8 fAaTg & AT A Huel doirel IRAR & dhed el af 1902 § 12 qifr sHetier
Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra w%wwﬁw%a&qﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁaﬁsﬂﬁwm%ﬁaﬂfﬁ@@

SHTTTeTST Mo & 3Meell A o FIfad 8¢ fob Sveiv gE—gfaensii 3 aRyuf Siiee &l IR
POR STgRlel AR, AR SHA SFDIad] Pl G AR e, S8l oo 3 3 ufi &
TEIEl TR Tk Y Sh A N g fTe Bl W AT IHT Yoo bl 1 H, Sai el e
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Recipient: Ms. Durga Mallu Gudilu, Mumbai
Chief Guest: Shri Shekhar Bajaj

President: Smt. Nishreen Khorakiwala

Recipient: Smt. Ruma Devi, Barmer, Rajasthan
Chief Guest: Shri Prasoon Joshi 202]_
President: Smt. Vanita Bhandari

Recipient: Smt. Manisha Ghule, Beed, Maharashtra

Recipient: Smt. Rajiben Vankar, Gujarat
Chief Guest: Smt. Falguni Nayar Chief Guest: Ms. Dia Mirza \_)‘ﬁa:[ y TRINTES SR NUT @'lé)f W 4 EFéfI'% B"_Sﬁef
2022 President: Smt. Roma Singhania 2023 ‘ Guest of Honour: Dr. Ashok Khosla Smt' Veena Upadhyay ﬁ %QW Eﬁ Eﬁ Sl ﬁ ﬁ Eﬁ' W éf @ Qﬁ'
President: Smt. Jyoti Doshi Founder Secretary and Chief Executive Taeof) Tele™ & o EE Uit @ ot oft.

Srijani Foundation & Bun.Kar Bihar
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(7 SaRY) 31eraT 3K JTRIIRT SMS.TH.3H. — IfSSt foT GRT SMNfre fawa STt 2.

(@) 7 3iffy & U A oo & § Ty v eafad @t FEfA fasar S 8, S Afkenel | g Sem-
ofieran’ w1 & g aeh o <& &,

(T)  YRPR Uredne @l off 3R e g faR TR @R T SRR T ST &,
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T Ifira & forg
313 ST wiSie fT STehieat
JOITST JREPR 2024 I ATCTehelt

ST vaansd, Aarn 3, fdhe U e 3R 331 (1986-1993) SKit K Suf=l & 1 HIIRT Fi€ HAoHe, Hodd
3R HIHCT H Teh BRI DRI Pl YOS el §Y AU 7 fioe iR Thuerilstt o & 5 3ol 3RS Yga a8 |
e g = it 3R ST Topet AT TS 5 1Ay frfdrent o wu F ST it F freror @R ARfee & & F I
AT I 3R 31 Rgifhd | A ST IR Aed PURS PRI 6l TAMT AR I TR o |

S S SfiaH Bl I8 S7e TV IR & dodl IRl R of T, A 0T 10 e ST BT Ul Fell | a¥ 2006 AR
2008 & dI9 S8 Sfet Taesdl, TR T iR fIHRT aRISHIRT R IR IR JuASIdt & Frer H B | 3m
ST 1Al B Tk THISID— 3T FfRTARUT, WRIGR BIfRIY W Hivie TR & folq ST i I |

dion 7 AfEerst & f HRfHED ERT DI TAT AR AT B IR b, Y B A 37 IRART 4, S Uget g1 A
HETR BT P BRI 1 | J =rec off fob I e TR STl UM H Heg | Ireir SEelRe Siied Hierd, i AeRd
3IR SAHMHRAT o & H Ugel B | Iich YOAH HARAT bl I DRIMATSN b U H g3, R &1 &1 M, Dels AR
3 T R et o, foRF AfeeTiat & FHaT 37U Befl b H1edH A U baTf-Rl S bl AR IR gafl |

T f98R o G ST WheH! 311th A TS UfeeTes 8 &l e gabTs orl bl TATHT 88 | JoTil &b SIRY Afgetah
@Y 3 1T & H1ETH 3 370 G o Al Pl I BT ARIBR Pl 3R TR I8 ST R H Uga™ el | fget pic
TR ST T TR Yeeffat 37K dret evel 1R SxdeR S UfifSd drigal 5 Sk o ot Yefid foar man, R wen
I gRaciTepRT Tfere DR &S |

af 2014 ¥, dion A f98R & FaH et & W T SHIeTICT H A 8 gl sUa<e 13 DI IRRT D GASHad T | !
399 UBe | 7 act g8l Bl ARPIcieh [IRRI F81 §g, Ilod 4 1§ URAR] I TRl frsifdent ff et | et ufeete wapel
ST AT o foly Thet JAT 5 BET aRA Dl Tehigd e dIom = ¥t anffes vt ot ARt Hered o |

I g1 ‘TF.TR fIER’ T A <laR 31 T RTAR I IR R 812 A allg IR el Jaae!’” R oredt et 8 gt
W@aﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬁamaﬂwélmeﬂéﬁwﬁeﬁﬁ15o®3¢fﬁzﬁgﬂwqﬁawaﬁ?515asrﬁww Ug—crr?%’%l

drom =1 AT AfRerat @l et ufecta Tt & forg UeraR Il Riek @t Tfdter 2 iR 31 SHa dield Ja e 3R &l
SR RieM d6 W€ 8 T &, O Uget U6 Seedl 96 & HaRT I o | $9 UHIERPR 31 dled 8 I Al dierel
faeprT iR gg Aehey Bl URAcHBRI STfeRT T TG &R T8 & T 31 I JARHHRAT 3R FLARIARUT BT Hehlep a9 T8 & |

Ih IJcd H BRIRI b DI Dl AR FUBIH, 73 facetl IR URHA H H 3fievic oIkl HRIGAT H Heffd fomm T 8 | 7emR
P SRH fpufea SRS sticier & Jiarfd dium & T @ HRITRI B sedHEd & ¥ F9M YRR & B0 H 3T §g- Pl 3TRR
e g |

T TR & 37 AW H &9 T RifTet YIMe A18S Y dldd & 37 52 8Id &, R &R Ried § 95ard 31 Tt &1
IS 8 TS Pell Dl YA e 3 ol BRI IR g TR bl AL I b, I8 TFIU [F8R H W ifct BT AT
famam & | SeFTcendT, AR 3R 31cH— SIFRedhT & H1eTd 3 G AR SRR BRERT I & Pl SRR el 31 et
g1 9 & 9 T8 ot gRad o= 2§ o D! 31ars iR I T i Yoit D! FOINT & 916 I - |
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el S Sreft
e, oAfSot fam

STl IoTeret J|
Jureze, ofes fam

el A9aRT S

I

St Bl s

He—-3Jeg&

Sl STf¥rar |

Gsht 3FR emE

sfictt sgen e

Sereht wifert SFRaTeT
Sett got Fotrot

STt JTfrent wrer
SiFeht efte pueTit

el smem el (A9 amHfa)

g w.wf. - afze’ fa
SIFhIG! SSTTST gREDR - 2024
o+ |fafa:

3 Yol U™
3ege, g+ |ff
(YW, TaREH TSN Us HIhieT Afi)

sty Shar |
TP, Ve FeeH
JRR faom Aoy . forfice

et gresh uee

it Ug omg

37eeT, SSURRIT the Tsdrsond T, forfies
s} I e

JeTe g yey e

e 1. feifiice oIk gdf eremer, g g
gsh |iw

Tg-TXATIH g W3 — deT Bra<eH

With husband Shri Jamnalal Bajaj.

Greeting Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.

With Vinobaji on

Bhoodan Mission.

Glimpses of dedicated life

Spinning the ‘Takl.

Morning walk with Mahatma Gandhi.

Receiving Commemoration Volume ‘Padma Vibhushan’
from Smt. Indira Gandhi. being conferred by

President Dr. Rajendra Prasad.
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